** CURTIS"

when he had bought a paper he had first asked for the
Sporting Times.

Towards the end of the second day the case for the
prosecution was ended. Sir Henry was direct in his
opening address. He would call the prison doctors who
would say that True was insane ; he would call two other
specialists who would say the same, and he would show
that from infancy, Ronald True was abnormal.

True's aunt said that as a child he tortured rabbits,
burying them with their heads above the ground, so
that they died of starvation, while he watched them. He
ill-treated a favourite pony; when he grew up, he took
drugs. Another witness said he was a braggart, and
that when he was on the Gold Coast he was irresponsible
and " hobnobbed with the blacks." The Brkton doctors
duly gave their opinion that he was insane. They were
cross-examined at length, but Sir Henry was satisfied,
and when towards the close of the fourth day, he asked
for a direction from the judge, he put forward very
strongly his opinions^of the McNaughton Rules, which,
he^said, were no longer in line with medical knowledge.
Now Curtis showed the deep study that he had made
of his subject. He produced many other authorities to
support^his^pwn rondemnation^of the McNaughton Rules,
and in asking for the question for the jury to be put kTa
particular form, suggested it should be: " Was True
deprived of the power of controlling his actions ? "

This debate on the form of the question to be put to
the jury lasted over an hour that day, and again on the
fifth day Sir Henry was quoting other cases for an hour
before beginning his closing speech for the defence. He